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quiescent adj. Temporarily inactive or at rest. “The
volcano remained quiescent for decades.”

liminal adj. Relating to a transitional or in‑between
state. “She described her study abroad year
as a liminal experience.”

gossamer n./adj. A fine, filmy substance; extremely
light and delicate. “Gossamer threads glis-
tened with morning dew.”

obfuscate v. To deliberately make something unclear
or difficult to understand. “Politicians often
obfuscate the real issues.”

panacea n. A solution or remedy for all difficulties.
“Technology is no panacea for social inequal-
ity.”

pernicious adj. Having a harmful effect, especially grad-
ually or subtly. “Smoking has a pernicious
impact on health.”

serendipity n. The occurrence of fortunate events by
chance. “Their meeting was pure serendip-
ity.”

susurrus n. A whispering or rustling sound. “The
susurrus of leaves filled the evening air.”
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